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  The Chamberôs annual Installation & Honors Banquet at the Elkôs Lodge was 
a stellar success on Friday, November 18. The first part of the program had 

outgoing Chair of the Board Alicia Wuebker installing incoming Chair Chris 

Caldwell and Chair Elect Margaret Davis, along with new Directors David 

Chan, Adam Suess and Sherri Langley. 
   Then it was time for the awards: Entrepreneur of the Year was presented by 

Kelly Putnam of Umpqua Bank to Thilo Bendix of Mr. Electric. Thilo was 

present to accept the award and thanked his wife and employees for their dedi-

cation and hard work. Excellence in Government was awarded by Carey 

Haughy of Blue Mountain Minerals to Gregory Oliver, County Counsel. He 

thanks the other members of his staff for having an efficient department. Den-

ice Arrollo of Mocse Credit Union handed out several awards to Students of 

the Year. They were Preston West of Tioga High School, Rachel Wagner of 

Summerville High School, Haden Peladeau of Dario Cassina High School, and 

Jared Smith of Sonora High School. Mocse also surprised each of the studentôs 

with a $250 scholarship. The studentôs awards were followed by Teacher of the 

Year, awarded by Ron Horton of The Union Democrat to Tim Miller, who has 
worked for over 23 years at Sonora Elementary School. Tim has also coached 

the Sonora Elementary Cross Country Team for the last 22 years. 

   The Chamber reminds you that shopping locally 

contributes to the welfare of the economy, as well as 

governmental services and schools. There are many 

different statistics about what happens when you 
spend a dollar in the community and theyôre not all 

the same, but be assured that a dollar spent out of the 

county or on the internet has no benefit locally.  

   Here are some commonly-used figures to describe 

what happens to your dollar when it is spent in the 

county:  When used to purchase a product or service 

from a local owner, your dollar can circulate up to 7 

times within the county. Spent at a local business that 

is not owned locally, your dollar can circulate up to 4 

times. When spent on the internet or out of county, 

there is no benefit locally. 

   For the first time, the Chamber introduced Black 
Saturday, the Saturday before Black Friday, to encour-

age people and merchants to actively shop and have 

specials for that day. Since Black Friday is  

Gala night at Installation & Honors Banquet Remember to Shop Local this  

holiday season 

            LOCAL , page 2    

Left - ñOut with the 
old and in with the 
new.  Incoming 
Chairman of the 

Board Chris Cald-
well congratulates 
outgoing Chair 
Alicia Wuebker for 
her leadership of the 
chamber in 2011.ò 
 
Right - ñRon Patel 

(l) was unanimous 
choice for the Citi-
zen of the Year 
Award presented by 
Chuck Milazzo of 
Mother Lode Bank. 
Ron acknowledged 
his wife Anne as 

always being by his 
side and worthy of 
the award also.ò 

           GALA , page 2 
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 GALA , from page 1 
   Chuck Milazzo of Mother Lode Bank 

presented Citizen of the Year honors to Ron 

Patel of Black Oak Casino. Ron is married 

to Anne and has two children. Those that 

know Ron also know that he and Anne are 

always together working on some fund rais-

ing project. Ron was going to be just a tem-

porary manager of the casino, but was soon 

offered the full-time position and has been 
there for the past ten years. 

   Pioneer Hall of Fame award for longest 

ongoing member of the TC Chamber of 

Commerce was made to Wells Fargo Bank, 

and accepted by Bryan Adcox.. Wells 

Fargo has been a member of the Chamber 
since 1968. 

   Itôs December already and another year 

slips by and we say goodbye to the Cham-

berôs leadership for 2011. It has been a 

pleasure working with Chair Alicia 

Wuebker and her exec board along with all 
the other directors. Alicia has been a breath 

of fresh air and her handling of directors 

meetings has been very professional. 

   The Chamber is losing three long-time 

directors at the end of 2011. Ron Patel, 

Dave Butler and Tom Berry are all terming 

out at the same time. This is an unusual 

occurrence as most of the time we have 

only one or at the most two directors whose 

term is completed. These three gentlemen 

will be sorely missed next year as they have 

been three of the most dedicated directors I 
have ever worked with. We wish them well. 

   I canôt let my final column of the year not 

include more pokes at our state govern-

ment. California continues to lose busi-

nesses and, as embarrassing as that is, we 

are now losing green jobs. It seems like 

most elected representatives in Sacramento 

continue to think the state should not worry 

about the fleeing of businesses to other 

states. I must give Lieutenant Governor 

Gavin Neusome some credit for recogniz-
ing this situation and even traveling to 

Texas to see what they are doing to draw 

new business. 

   Referring to my resource for business 

departures, Joe Vranich, he indicated that 

there have been 172 businesses moving out 

of California so far in 2011. Green busi-
nesses have joined the exodus, leaving the 

state or expanding only outside state bor-

ders. 

   According to Vranichôs research, the 

stateôs most likely to receive California 

businesses are Texas, Arizona, Colorado, 

and Nevada. ñEverything is difficult to do 

in California,ò CEO of Green Trail Energy 

Dennis Wingo said. Green Trail moved all 

operations to Maryland earlier this year. 

   Many green businesses based in Califor-

nia are choosing to expand outside the 
state. Rocklin-based SMA America just 

built a new solar panel manufacturing plant 

in Denver. It will eventually employ 700 

people. ñThe green economy canôt compete 

in California because all the materials are 

being made overseas,ò Assem. Dan Logue 

said. ñWe donôt have the manufacturing, 

which is 53 percent of the cost. Now energy 

costs are going to skyrocket with cap and 

trade.ò 

   Economists usually see business start-ups 
as the most important long-term source of 

job growth, and California has long had a 

reputation for nurturing new companies. 

However, between 2000 and 2008, Califor-

nia lost 262,000 more jobs from closures 

than it gained from start-ups. In that same 

time period, some 80,000 more jobs left 
California for other states than came here 

from other states. 

   While there are many reasons for these 

troubling trends, the state cannot ignore the 

role its policies have played in the eco-

nomic decline. Over seven consecutive 

years, executives polled by Chief Executive 

magazine have ranked California as having 

the worst business environment in the 

country. 

   So you would think that our legislators 

would know these facts and decide to actu-
ally do something about them. But no, the 

strong hand of special interest groups keeps 

control of the legislature to the detriment of 

the state. The stateôs leaders need to ac-

knowledge the message they are hearing 

from the local business community and 

consider ways to help the state regain its 

economic edge. For starters, how about 

doing away with some unnecessary regula-

tions and control some independent state 

boards that are running rampant in Califor-
nia. 

LOCAL, from page 1 
traditionally a highly-promoted shopping 

day for the big box stores, this was an at-

tempt to get shoppers into our smaller busi-

nesses in the county earlier. 

   For a first time effort the campaign has 

been a success. As stated by Brad Menary 

of Business First, ñWell, Shop Local Satur-

day was well received in Twain 

Harte. Most that I talked with have had 

customers talking about it.ò Next year the 

Marketing Committee of the Chamber 

promises to have an even bigger campaign. 

Shop Locally, You save, we all win. 

Another year slips away, state problems remain 
By George Segarini 

California Chamber news now linked to TC Chamber website 

   The Tuolumne County Chamber of Com-

merce Board of Directors has authorized a 

link from the Chamberôs website to the Cali-

fornia Chamber of Commerce. The state 

chamber is posting ñnewsò via videos re-
garding different issues facing the stateôs 

businesses. The videos relay information 

about issues the state chamber feels strongly 

about. 

   The issues presented by the state chamber 

do not necessarily reflect a position of the 

Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce. 

ñThis is an opportunity for businesses to go 
online to the state chamber and view videos 

that provide information about topics the 

state chamber feels is important to business,ò 

stated Tuolumne County Chamber President 

& CEO George Segarini. 

   T o v i ew th e v i d eo g o t o 

www.tcchamber.com on the home page, 

click on Local Links, scroll down to the bot-
tom of the page and click on California 

Chamber of Commerce. 

http://www.tcchamber.com
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2011 term comes to an end 
By Alicia Weubker, Chair of the Board 

        It has been an honor to serve as the Chairper-

son for the Tuolumne County Chamber of Com-

merce in 2011.  I set a goal to focus on furthering 

the communication methods and information pro-

vided by the Chamber. As I look back over the year, 
I feel a sense of pride in the leadership and commit-

ment shown by your committee chairs that made 

significant strides with this goal. 

     It is my hope that you took note of the continued 

improvements made to the TCChamber.com web-

site.  Additionally, other forms of communication 

have been improved as well, using new technology 

and a collaborative approach towards rebranding 

our collateral and events.  Government Affairs con-

tinues to be a valuable source of information and I 

am proud of the efforts they took to provide clarifi-

cation on important business matters. 
     We have been busy this year with all the Cham-

ber typically does, plus the addition of the Capitol 

Christmas Tree and Shop Local Saturday.  When 

your Board of Directors saw the need for more sup-

port for the Tree, there was an instant rally, to not 

only make a donation from the Chamber, but also, 

to ask personal networks for support.  With the cur-

rent economic environment, Shop Local Saturday 

evolved, due to the passionate desire of this Board, 

to see our businesses thrive. Hopefully you saw the 

activity and next year it doubles in size and impact! 
     Let me now, say thank you.  Thank you to the 

Board of Directors, who volunteer their time, en-

ergy, and many times financial support to allow the 

Chamber to be the lasting voice for businesses in 

Tuolumne County.  Of course, the Board of Direc-

tors could not survive without the dedicated staff 

under the leadership of George Segarini.  I work 

with an  incredible team at Umpqua Bank.  They 

always say yes, when asked for support and I am 

continually grateful.  Lastly, I would like to thank 

the membership and community of Tuolumne 

County for welcoming and accepting me. 



Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce 

 Radio Show 

Listen for the show 

On the First Sunday of each month 

8:30 am  KKBN 93.5 FM 

Segments of The TCCC Radio Show include: 

Front Page 

Chamber Faces 

Community Happenings 

View Point 

9:30 am  KZSQ 92.7  FM 

9:00 am KVML 1450  AM 
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  1  Ambassadors Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

  5  Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber 

  7  Executive Board of Directors:  Noon ï Chamber  

13  Twain Harte Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

14  Transportation Committee:  9:30 a.m. ï Chamber 

14  Board of Directors:  11 a.m. ï Chamber 

15  Marketing/Website Committee:  12:00 p.m. ï Chamber 

15  T. C. Chamberôs Annual  Christmas Mixer 5 p.m. ï 

Umpqua Bank, Junction Shopping Center 

19  Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

20  Historic Sonora Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

22 Yosemite Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 
 

 

JANUARY 2012   

  4  Executive Board of Directors:  Noon ï Chamber 

  5  Ambassadors Committee:  Noon ï Chamber   

 10 Twain Harte Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 11 Transportation Committee:  9:30 a.m. ï Chamber   

 11 Board of Directors:  11 a.m ï Chamber 

 16 Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

 17 Historic Sonora Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 19 Marketing/Website Committee:  12:00 p.m. ï Chamber 

 19 TC Chamber Mixer!! 5 -7 p.m. ï Comcast 

 26 Yosemite Chamber Mixer:  5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Mark your Calendars  

KVML-KZSQ-KKBN reach more 

than 40,000 Tuolumne and Calaveras 

residents each week 

 

 

 

You can maximize your  

advertising dollar by  

placing an ad today!  

Visit the NEW Chamber Website 
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Prices start at just $40. 

Call the Chamber at 209-532-4212 
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Motherlode Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Committee. 

   The Motherlode Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Committee promotes and presents 

programs that honor the life of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and the ideals he em-

bodied through his work.  

   They have planned and promoted a 
free annual celebration for the past 17 

years. On Jan 16, 2011 about 400 peo-

ple came to Sonora High Auditorium to 
see Rick Foster, Dennis Brown, Mi-

chelle Allison, The Waldorf Children's 

Choir and the Pine Cone Singers per-

form music and spoken word honoring 
the legacy of Dr. King. We hope you'll 

attend the next celebration on Sunday, 

January 15, 2012, 2pm at Sonora High, 
followed by a reception with refresh-

ments. 

   Businesses that sponsor the event for 
$100 or more will be listed as sponsors. 

Donations can be mailed to the address 

below. 

Motherlode Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Committee 

PO Box 254 

Tuolumne, CA 95379 

209-928-3494 

 

Comcast Business First. 
Comcast continues to invest in commu-

nities where we believe our industry-

leading speeds and advanced services 

will provide businesses the best ser-
vices at a superior value. Our advanced 

Business Class Voice, internet and TV 

communications solutions will help you 
meet your goals. Our customers receive 

a comprehensive business solution that 

includes Microsoft Communication 
Services, and Norton Business Suite 

software that protects up to 25 PCs at 

no extra charge. Comcast recognizes 

the critical role businesses play in driv-
ing the growth of our local economy. 

We want to ensure that businesses have 

the right tools to succeed. All Comcast 
Business Services are backed by 24/7 

business-class support.  

Comcast Business First 

Steven Gee 

209-910-4433 

 

PetSmart 
   PetSmartôs Grand Opening and Rib-

bon Cutting will be held 12/3/11. 

PetSmart 

1131 Sanguinetti Dr., Sonora, CA. 

209-533-4786 
 

Welcome new members 

 

 
® 

Free and confidential small business mentoring to 

new and existing businesses 

Face to face or online at  www.SCORE.org 

Your Success. 

    Powered by 

Marketing and sales 
Finding new business 

Starting a new business 

Improving operations efficiency 

Expanding your company 
Hiring the right employees 

Managing the cash flow 

ñNot just for startupsò 
Next Local Workshopsé 

at Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce 

222 South Shepherd St.   Sonora, CA 

( Check out  www.TCSCORE.org ) 

 

*Thursday, January 12, 2012  

8:30 - 11:30 am 

ñChecklists and Planning for Going into Businessò 

Call 532-4316 for further information 
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 Meet our Chamber Ambassador 

   Hello. My name is Rob Gillen and I have served on the Board 

of Directors for the Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce for 

four years. I am also on the Ambassador Committee. I love work-

ing with all the folks from the Chamber and getting to know  
everyone who is affiliated with them. I work for Sierra Pacific 

Industries (SPI) as a Dry End Superintendent. I have been em-

ployed with SPI for 31 years. I am married to my lovely wife, 

Kristy. We have two sons, Eric 27, and Joey, 23.. We also have 

two grandsons; our spare time is spent with them, and touring on 

our Harley Davidson.. This month Kristy and I will be celebrating 

our 30th anniversary! 

 

Students of the Year 

ñDenise Arrolo of Mocse Credit 

Union presents the Student of 

the Year Awards. 

Left - Haden Peladeau, Dario 

Cassina High School. 

Right - Jared Smith, Sonora 

High School. 

Bottom left - Rachel Wagner, 

Summerville High School. 

Bottom right - Preston West, 

Tioga High School. 

 

Each recipient received a $250 

scholarship from Mocse 

Credit Union.ò 
 


