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   Working in behalf of the membership, the Governmental Af-

fairs Council and Board of Directors has opposed several state 

bills that were detrimental to local businesses. Many of these bills 

have been stopped. The following is a list of bills opposed by the 

TC Chamber, that failed to pass the house in which they were in-

troduced: 

    *AB 10-Automatic Minimum Wage Increase. 

Creates uncertainty by imposing an automatic indexing of the 

minimum wage based on inflation whether or not California is in 

a recession and increases the minimum wage while California 

struggles to recover from the recession. 

    *AB 59-Family and Medical Leave Expansion 

Creates and increased burden on employers and makes a Califor-

nia-only mandated benefit different than the federal family leave 

act  by significantly expanding  the category  of  individuals  with  

TC Chamber opposed bills 

are stopped 

Above - Tim Miller, City of Sonora Administrator, 

brought the Governmental Affairs Council up to 

date on budget issues facing the City. 

    A working group calling itself Popula-

tion 2010 has met to discuss the meager 

population increase in Tuolumne County 

indicated by the census of 2000 to 2010. 

Chamber President & CEO George Se-

garini is concerned over the figures that 

show the county with a slower growth rate 

than most of our surrounding neighbors. 

   A diverse group of 16 community repre-

sentatives met to discuss what reasons may 

have contributed to the minimal population 

growth over the past 10 years. In the late 

80ôs and  early  90ôs Tuolumne County was  

Chamber opposes two state bills 

Population working 

group meets 

    On recommendation from the Governmental Affairs Council 

(GAC), the Board of Directors voted to oppose two State bills 

that are making their way through the legislature. 

    SB 653 would authorize the governing boards of any county, 

city and county, or school district  to increase a local personal in-

come tax, sales and use tax, vehicle license fee tax, and excise tax 

on any products such as beverages, cigarette and tobacco prod-

ucts, sweetened beverages and oil extraction.  

    A critical problem with SB 653 is that it provides the authority 

for unlimited excise taxes, which are both regressive and inequi-

table. SB 653 specifically states, however, that local governing 

boards are not limited solely to these products, thereby proposing 

that they could impose an excise tax on virtually any product or 

service.  STATE BILLS,  page 2 
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You Save.  We All Win  

                        BILLS,   from page 1 

serious health conditions for whom 

an employee can take a leave of ab-

sence. 

    *AB 400-Paid Sick Leave Man-

date             

Unreasonably expands both public 

and private employersô costs and 

liability by mandating employers to 

provide paid sick leave for employ-

ees. 

    *SB 129-Employee Safety Risk 

Undermines employerôs ability to 

provide a safe and drug-free work-

place by establishing a protected 

classification for employees who 

utilize medical marijuana. 

    *SB 653-Multiple Tax Increases 

Creates uncertainty by providing 58 

counties and over 1,000 school dis-

tricts, subject to voter approval, the 

authority to impose and/or increase 

a tax on all products and services. 

Although defeated in the Senate, 

Senator Steinberg has introduced 

SBX1 23a mischaracterized ñbudget 

trailer billò that is not necessary to 

implement the state budget. Rather, 

this bill does the same thing as SB 

653. 

       POPULATION,  from page 1 

always among the top 5 fastest 

growing counties in the state. What 

happened?                                                 

  The first meeting brought out 

many thoughts about why this may 

have occurred. Next chore of the 

group is to scale down the sugges-

tions to a more workable number. 

At that point the group will deter-

mine if any changes might be made 

to improve the number during the 

next 10 years. 

          STATE BILLS,  from page 1   

   SB 34 would enact the California 

Water Resources Investment Act of 

2011 to finance a water resources  

investment  program.   This  bill  

was brought to the attention of the 

GAC by Tuolumne Utilities Execu-

tive Director Pete Kampa. To fi-

nance the program, the bill would 

impose on each retail water supplier 

in the state an annual charge based 

on the volume of water provided in 

its service area that is provided for 

nonagricultural uses and an annual 

charge based on each acre of land 

within its service area that is irri-

gated for agricultural uses. 

     Mr. Kampa thought that this bill, 

if passed, would increase water 

charges for most of TUDôs water 

users in the utilities area. 

      Usually when we talk about 

shopping locally we automatically 

think about products. Something 

else we should think about is ser-

vices. You know the story about 

shopping local; you know that the 

money spent with a local business 

circulates many more time in the 

community than if spent elsewhere. 

That money, in the way of sales tax, 

helps provide services from your 

local government. You also know 

that by shopping with a local busi-

ness helps provide jobs for your 

friends and neighbors and perhaps 

yourself. 

   ñOk, Iôm going to shop with our 

local merchants, but why should I 

shop locally for services,ò you may 

ask? The answer is no different than 

that from buying products. Service 

business is operated by local people 

and provides you with a commodity 

just like any other business. Take 

for example a propane company. 

Although the business provides a 

product in the way of propane gas, it 

is the service that most people come 

to rely on. 

   How about banking or insurance, 

both entities provide a service that 

normally you donôt think of as a part 

of the shop local story. Although 

most banks are not headquartered in 

Sonora, they provide a vital service 

through their branches and employ 

hundreds of local residents. In the 

case of insurance, most businesses 

are local owned, although the ser-

vice they provide in the way of cov-

erage is by an insurance company 

that is located outside the area.  

   Bottom line is whenever you are 

spending money think first if there 

is any business in Tuolumne County 

that can provide that product or ser-

vice. If you are not sure call the 

Chamber office at 532-4212 and we 

will provide as much information as 

possible. 

Shop local for products and service 
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    As the debate over the State budget con-
tinues, Railtown 1897 is left in limbo about 

its future fate. Although the State Parks sys-

tem has been told to reduce its budget, thus 

announcing the closure of 70 State Parks, no 
one knows for sure what is happening. The 

Federal Government has told the State that if 

any federal funds were used in a state park,  
it cannot then be closed without reimbursing 

those monies. 

   Many legislators, including our own that 
represent State Park jurisdictions, say the 

economic impact of closures are a major re-

duction to local economies, consequently to 

the State. In the case of Railtown, the mainte-
nance of a closed facility is only a couple of 

hundred thousand dollars difference in yearly 

savings. 
   A committee that includes the Tuolumne 

County Chamber of Commerce, Tuolumne 

County Visitors Bureau, Economic Develop-
ment Authority, County Administrator and 

the Park has been established to oversee the 

situation. Until such time a budget is in place 

will we know the outcome of any listed clo-
sures. 

   In the meantime, many volunteers along 

with the State Parks Foundation are attempt-
ing to influence legislators on the economics 

that are associated with closing parks in com-

munities. The local committee continues to 

monitor the activities until such time as some 
action will need to be taken to keep Railtown 

open to the public. 

Railtown in limbo  

  PRESENTS                                                                                                                                         
                   
A Taste of Food, A Sip of Wine, 

& a Touch of Business 
 
DATE:  9/27/11 

TIME:  6:00 -8:00 PM 

Location:  Seven Sisters Restaurant at  

Black Oak Casino 

19400 Tuolumne Road North, Tuolumne, CA 

Cost is $20 per ticket 

 

$10.00 ñFree Playò will be given to each Guest who 

 presents a ticket at the door! 

     

Wine provided by:  Gianelli Vineyard, 

Mt. Brow Vineyard and Hovey Wines. 

 

To purchase tickets call  

the Chamber office at 532-4212. 

 

&  Seven Sis-



Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce 

 Radio Show 

Listen for the show 

On the First Sunday of each month 

8:30 am  KKBN 93.5 FM 

Segments of The TCCC Radio Show include: 

Front Page 

Chamber Faces 

Community Happenings 

View Point 

9:30 am  KZSQ 92.7  FM 

9:00 am KVML 1450  AM 
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  6  Executive Board of Directors:  Noon ï Chamber 

  7  Ambassadors Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

 11 Website Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

 12 Twain Harte Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 13 Transportation Committee:  9:30 a.m. ï Chamber 

 13 Board of Directors:  11 a.m. ï Chamber 

 18 Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

 19 Historic Sonora Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m.   

 21 Marketing/Website Committee:  12:00 p.m. ï Chamber 

 21 TCCC BUSINESS AFTER HOURS, 5-7 p.m. ï AAA  

 28 Yosemite Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 

AUGUST 2011    

  1  Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

  3  Executive Board of Directors:  Noon ï Chamber 

  4  Ambassadors Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

  8  Website Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

  9  Twain Harte Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 10 Transportation Committee:  9:30 a.m. ï Chamber 

 10 Board of Directors:  11 a.m. ï Chamber 

 15 Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

 16 Historic Sonora Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m.   

 18 Marketing/Website Committee:  12:00 p.m. ï Chamber 

 18 TCCC BUSINESS AFTER HOURS, 5-7 p.m. ï Lazy 

      Z Resort 

 25 Yosemite Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m.         

 

Mark your Calendars  

KVML-KZSQ-KKBN reach more 

than 40,000 Tuolumne and Calaveras 

residents each week 

 

 

 

You can maximize your  

advertising dollar by  

placing an ad today!  

Visit the NEW Chamber Website 
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Prices start at just $40. 

CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE ð532-4212 



Free and confidential small business mentoring to 

new and existing businesses 

Face to face or online at  www.SCORE.org 

Marketing and sales 

Finding new business 

Starting a new business 

Improving operations efficiency 

Expanding your company 

Hiring the right employees 

Managing the cash flow 

ñNot just for startupsò 

Next Local Workshopsé 
at Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce 

( Check out  www.TCSCORE.org ) 
 

*Thursday, September 8th,  2011 - 8:30 - 11:30am 

 

ñChecklists and Planning for Going into Businessò 

 

($30 donation suggested for workshop) 

Call 532-4316 for further information 

® 
Your Success. 
          Powered by 
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      By the time you read this, Si-

erra Pacific Industries (SPI) will 

have been back in operation in 

their remodeled lumber mill in 
Standard. The reopening of the 

mill has been a much anticipated 

event in the county for some time 

now. 

   Employing about 70 to begin 

with, full production employment 

will be around 130 family wage 

jobs. It is estimated that from that 

130 an additional 3x that number 

of other jobs are created in the 

community. The new mill is a state 

of the art operation able to handle 

all size logs. It is important to note 

the commitment of SPI to the com-

munity in retooling the mill at 

great expense and the confidence 
they have in Tuolumne County 

and the resurgence of the economy 

in general. 

   Technology is the word of the 

day for SPI. Similar to their Chi-

nese Camp operation computers 

take on a big part of what the mill 

can do. Special equipment reads 

the sizes of logs and adjusts the 

cutting to the appropriate width. 

Conveyors move the logs around 

the plant to preselected locations 

that are all determined by what 

size log is being processed.  

   For the past few weeks you may 

have seen logging trucks once 
again moving through our commu-

nity, a wonderful sight. SPI will be 

shipping logs into Standard from 

other areas of the State for proc-

essing. All of this will add to the 

economic well being of the com-

munity. 

Standard Mill back in operation 



 Meet our Chamber Ambassador 
  Jeanne Shenefelt has been an active Ambassador to the Tuolumne County 

Chamber of Commerce for the past 10 years. She previously resided in Santa 

Clara, CA, where she was employed 36 years by State of California, Dept of So-

cial Services. In Santa Clara, she was active with numerous community organiza-

tions and was appointed by the City of Santa Clara to the Cultural Advisory 

Commission. Upon retirement she and her husband, Jim,  left the hub-bub of city 

life behind and moved to beautiful, scenic Sonora. She continues to be active 

with Sierra Foothills Womenôs Club, PLPHOA Board of Directors, Sonora Re-

gional Medical Center Volunteers, Red Hat Society, Newcomers, as well as the 

TCCC Ambassadors. Her hobbies are water aerobics, going to the movies, play-

ing Mah Jongg, and walking her little dog, Benjamin, around Phoenix Lake.  
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Chamber Discoveries   Discover&Explore 

Tuscany 

With the Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce  

Departing October 25, 2011 

 
    Highlights:  

   *Round trip scheduled airfare 

   *Round trip transfers between airports and hotel 

   *Hotel baggage handling * 7 nights first class hotel, only unpack once! 

   *Superb cuisine, daily breakfast, and selected dinners 

   *City tour Florence, see the Cathedral, Baptistery, and the famous 

     Gate of Paradise * City tour of Siena and Piazza del Campo 

   *Chianti Wine Festive * Visit San Gimignano 

 

$2,561 per person 

Double occupancy 

For more information, 

Please contact  

(209) 532-4212 

ONE 

HOTEL 

HOLID
AY!  

BUSINESS BRIEFS 

DEADLINE TO  

 SIGN UP 

AND PAY FOR THIS 

TRIP IS  

JULY 18, 2011 

KKBN Radio has announced that Rick Batiste has joined the air staff as afternoon host  3-7PM. 

 

Seniority Lifecare at Home is now offering cognitive brain function training with certified facilitators to improve cognitive function 

in cases of mild cognitive impairment and early to mid-stage dementia.  One-on-one sessions with continuous progress assessment.  

Non-medicinal and no side effects.  For more info call Ira at 532-4500. 
 

Mocse Credit Union Wildcat Branch located at Sonora High School, 430 N. Washington St., has new summer hours.  Mon., Tue., 

Thur., Fri. 9:15AM to 4:30PM and Wed. 10:30AM to 4:30PM.  Call 588-1001 for info. 

 

Oak Valley Community Bank has introduced CardCash, a 1% cash-back rewards program for non-PIN purchases made with a debit 

card linked to their checking account.  CardCash is up to $250 per year and customers must spend a minimum of $250 per month with 

their debit card to qualify for the cash back.  Sonora Branch is located in Indian Rock Center.  Call 532-7100 for more info. 

 

Long Barn Lodge & Event Center 5th Annual Classic Car Show/Craft Fair, August 3rd, 2011, 10:00AM - 4:00PM, to benefit the 

Reach Foundation (mini grants for local schools).  FREE ADMISSION  Fun day includes classic cars, craft booths, music, food, face 

painting and lots of raffle prizes.  To register your classic car or inquire about a craft booth, please call (209) 586-3533 and ask for 

Debbie. 
 

Wheeler & Egger CPAs, LLP is the new accounting firm name formerly E. Samuel Wheeler, CPA.  The newly expanded partnership 

and name change combines E. Samuel Wheeler, with his experienced partner, Kimberly A. Egger.  Location remains the same, 133 Old 

Wards Ferry Rd., Ste. J, Sonora. 



RAFFLE PRIZES FOR JUNE MIXER  
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Raffle Prize Donated By Winner  

HOST-Bucket Jockey 
$20 Dinner & $20 Slot Play 
Gourmet Gift Basket 
���������3�D�S�D�·�V���1�H�Z���5�R�R�V�W���*�L�I�W���&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H 
Half-Page Ad in VVA Newsletter 
Wine and Nuts Gift  
$25 Gift Card 
Gourmet Gift Basket 
�+�D�O�I���R�I���(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�·�V���5�D�I�I�O�H���3�U�R�F�H�H�G�V 
 

PJ and Associates 
Black Oak Casino 
Mr. Electric 
Glenn S. Caldwell Insurance 
Vietnam Veterans of America #391 
Sunny Seabrook-Century 21 Wild-

wood 
Itôs Yo Good 
Anne Patel-Go Figure! 
T.C. Chamber and Attendees 

John Marrs 
 Thilo Bendix 
Evelyn Thompson 
Gat Slor 
Evelyn Thompson 
Nancy Gottschall 
Amelia Harrison 
Nancy Gottschall 
Anne Patel 

Radio Program Drawing ï Skyline Place 
Website Business Profile ï Twain Harte Vacation Rentals 

 

Remodel Award ï Outpost Gas and Deli 

Remodel Award ï Itôs Yo Good 


