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    Every year since 1921, the Tuolumne County Chamber of 

Commerce has selected outstanding citizens from Tuolumne 

County to be recognized for their achievements and contributions 

to the community. These awards will be presented at the Cham-

berôs annual Installation and Honors Banquet, Friday, November 

18, 2011, at the Elkôs Lodge. 

   Enclosed in this Newsletter you will find a nomination form for 

the Best of Tuolumne County Awards 2011.  There are four cate-

gories from which you can select: Entrepreneur of the Year, Ex-

cellence in Government, Teacher of the Year, and Citizen of the 

Year.  In addition, the Board of Directors will be recognizing out-

standing area students. You may nominate in more than one cate-

gory, but must have one form for each.  Individuals, businesses, 

and service and business organizations can make nominations. 

Here are the criteria for each category: 

ñEntrepreneur of the Yearò Qualifications: Nominee shall have 

demonstrated leadership in their firm and/or the business sector, 

as well as a special concern for their employees, the community 

and/or its citizens.  They should have demonstrated staying 

power, commitment to customer service,  a substantial  history as  

        Two major sponsorships are available 

for the Chamberôs Annual Installation and 

Honors Banquet. The cost for each is $700 

and your business will be a major under-

writer of the program. This also entitles you 

to a reserved table of 8 at the event, a $300 

value. 

   Business sponsorship is available for one 

or more of five categories of the Chamber's 

Annual Best of Tuolumne County Awards, 

as well as the Pioneer Hall of Fame award.  

The five opportunities are Excellence in Gov-

ernment, Entrepreneur of the Year, Citizen of  

Best of Tuolumne County Awards Best of Tuolumne County 

Awards Sponsorships 

                             AWARDS,  page 2 

Above- Charles Holcombs, owner/developer of Yosemite Cattle Company, briefs the 

Governmental Affairs Council on his project on Hwy 120 near Groveland. Simply 
described as a ñdude ranch,ò the facility will have an array of western activities for 
guests to enjoy. Charles has been working on this project for many years and is still 

dealing with the State regarding permits, but swears he is going to follow through. 

More bad bills from state legislature 

   Despite the poor business atmosphere in Cali-
fornia and businesses continuing to leave the 

state because of high taxes and burdensome regu-

lations, some elected officials keep pouring on 

restrictions and mandates. The Governmental 
Affairs Council at their last meeting voted to op-

pose a slate of bills that are in committee. If 

passed out of committee the bill would then go to 
the floor for a vote. If passed it would then be 

sent to the other house for a vote and then to the 

Governor for signature or veto. 
   Here is the list GAC voted to oppose: 

OPPOSE AB 1062 (Dickinson; D-Sacramento) 

JOB KILLER: Undermines Efficient Dispute 

Resolution ð   Dramatically  increases  litigation 
costs  for  employers  by   eliminating the right to 

appeal a court order denying or dismissing a peti-

tion  to compel  arbitration,  driving  more  cases  

 SPONSORSHIPS,  page 2 

 BAD BILLS , page 2 

http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=38&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=38&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=38&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
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                  AWARDS,  from page 1 
an established business, growth in 

number of employees, and increase in 

sales and/or unit volume.  The nomi-

nee must be associated with a busi-

ness and/or branch office that is lo-

cated in the county. ñExcellence in 

Governmentò Qualifications: Nomi-

nee shall have demonstrated excel-

lence in his or her public sector posi-

tion, demonstrated good working re-

lationships with members of the busi-

ness community, shown honesty and 

integrity in the conduct of their duty, 

and sound management of public 

moneys when applicable. 

"Teacher of the Year" Qualifica-

tions: Nominee shall be currently 

teaching in Tuolumne County and 

have been active in that position for at 

least 12 months.  Nominee can be 

from any grade level, including Junior 

College.  Their activities can be dis-

tinguished as "making a difference." 

Nominee must be a resident of Tuo-

lumne County. 

ñCitizen of the Yearò Qualifications: 

Nominee shall have been involved in 

voluntary services that have improved 

the quality of life for the citizenry of 

Tuolumne County, and have demon-

strated outstanding leadership and 

community service beyond the call of 

duty.  Their activities should have had 

significant impact on the community, 

including leadership of major volun-

teer projects that help the community.  

The nominee must have been a resi-

dent of Tuolumne County and lived 

here for at least two years. 

   Additional forms can be picked up 

at the Chamber office, 222 South 

Shepherd Street, Sonora.  You may 

also access the form from the Cham-

ber's Web site, www.tcchamber.com. 

Deadline for submission is October 3, 

2011, 5 pm. 

   All information must be returned to 

the Chamber and becomes property of 

the Tuolumne County Chamber of 

Commerce. 

         

                    BAD BILLS ,  from page 1 
into the courts. Assembly Third Read-

ing. 

OPPOSE AB 559 (Swanson; D-

Oakland) JOB KILLER: Under-
mines Judicial Discretion ð Unrea-

sonably increases business litigation 

costs by limiting judicial discretion to 
reduce or deny exorbitant attorneys fees 

in fair employment and housing claims 

that should have been raised in a lim-
ited civil proceeding. Assembly Third 

Reading. 

JOB KILLER: Polystyrene Food 

Container Ban ð Threatens thousands 
of manufacturing jobs within the state 

by inappropriately banning all food 

vendors from using polystyrene foam 
food service containers, ignoring the 

numerous environmental benefits asso-

ciated with polystyrene products.     

Assembly Appropriations. 

OPPOSE SB 535 (De León; D-Los 

Angeles) JOB KILLER: Climate 

Change Tax Increase ð Increases 

costs and discourages job growth by 
implementing unlimited fees and taxes 

under a cap-and-trade system. Assem-

bly Appropriations. 

OPPOSE SB 585 (Kehoe; D-San 

Diego) Solar Energy Systems: Fund-

ing ð Collects an additional $200 mil-
lion from investor-owned utility rate-

payers for the California Solar Initiative 

to fund a shortfall in the program. Sen-

ate Third Reading 

OPPOSE SB 469 (Vargas; D-Golden 

Hill)   Development Project Review: 

Superstores ð Undermines local land 
use discretion by mandating an addi-

tional and costly economic and commu-

nity impact report prior to approving a 

permit to construct a large retail estab-
lishment. Assembly Appropriations.  

OPPOSE SB 833 (Vargas; D-El 

Centro) Disposal Facilities: San 

Diego County ð Usurps Local Control 
- Undermines employer confidence in 

local land use decisions and sets a 

precedent for the Legislature to invali-
date them based on arbitrary criteria. 

Assembly Appropriations hearing. 

   The Chamber has sent correspon-
dence to the appropriate elected offi-

cials asking them to stand with business 

and oppose these onerous bills. 

   SPONSHORSHIPS, from page 1 

the Year, Teacher of the Year and 

Student of the Year.  Each of these 

categories can be sponsored for 

$300, with the exception of Student 

of the Year and Pioneer Hall of 

Fame. Because we honor students 

from several area high schools, the 

sponsorship of this category is $350 

and the Hall of Fame Award is $75.  

All sponsorships, except the Hall of 

Fame, entitle you to two dinner tick-

ets or the equivalent value toward a 

reserved table of eight. 

   The awards are presented at the 

Annual Installation/Honors Ban-

quet, scheduled for Friday, Novem-

ber 18, 2011 at the Elk's Lodge.  

These awards are some of the oldest 

ongoing in the county, including 

Citizen of the Year (which dates 

back to 1921), recognizing some of 

the most illustrious personalities in 

Tuolumne County history. 

   Sponsorships help the Chamber 

offset the cost of meals and awards 

for people nominated in each cate-

gory and their guests.  Because of 

the limited number of opportunities, 

sponsorships will be accepted on a 

first-come, first-serve basis. Call 

George at 532-4212 for your spon-

sorship choice. 

http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=37&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=37&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=37&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=33&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=33&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=31&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=31&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=31&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=29&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=29&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=29&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=60&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=60&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=60&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=58&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=58&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.email.calchamber.com/ctt?kn=58&ms=MzY5MjAzNzkS1&r=MzAyNTU5MDg0NgS2&b=0&j=MTA5MjY0MDk3S0&mt=1&rt=0
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Chris Caldwellðððððððððððððððððððð--Chair Elect 
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Margaret Davis--------------------------------------------------------------Vice Chair 
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Tom Berry (Cost U Less) ðððððððððððððððïRep. Sonora 

Mark Truppner (KVML Radio) ððððððððððïðï-Rep. Sonora 

Peggy Mosley (Groveland Hotel)ðððð-ððððððïRep. Groveland 

Alicia Wuebker (Umpqua Bank)ðððððððððð-Rep. East Sonora 
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Dave Butler (Dave Butler, CPA & Associates)ðððððRep. Jamestown 

Ron Patel (Black Oak Casino)ððððððððððRep. Tuolumne City 

Don Wilson (Blue Mt. Minerals)ððððððððððð- Rep. Columbia 

Gail Witzlsteiner (Sonora Regional Medical Center)ðð-ï- Rep. At Large 

Margaret Davis (Junction Shopping Center)ðððð-ðð- Rep. At Large 

Wendy Gast (Union Democrat)ðððððððððððð--Rep. At Large 

Teri Brockmire (Basket Diva)--------------ðððððððð-Rep. At Large 

Larry Bertuccelli (Bearly Quilting) ---ððððððððð  Rep. At Large 

Chris Caldwell (Caldwell Insurance Services)ðððððð-Rep. At Large 
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Nanci Sikes (Tuolumne County Visitors Bureau)ðððððïð-Ex-Officio 

Shirley Sarno (Historic Sonora Chamber of Commerce)ð-----ðEx-Officio 

John Robbens (Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce)-ðððð-Ex-Officio 

Yosemite Chamber of Commerce---------------------------------------Ex-Officio 

Columbia Chamber of Commerceðððððððððððð-  Ex-Officio 

Central Sierra Arts Council ----------------ððððððððð-- Ex-Officio 

Joe Silva (Superintendent of County Schools)ððððððð---Ex-Officio 

Phil Van Swol (SCORE)------------------------------------------------ --Ex-Officio 

Bob White (Leadership Tuolumne County)ðððððððð---Ex-Officio 

Larry Cope (Economic Development Authority)---------------------Ex-Officio 
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   After a long desire of several local business 
people including George Segarini, President  

& CEO of the TC Chamber of Commerce, Jr. 

Achievement will be returning to Tuolumne 

County. 
   The Jr. Achievement program, previously 

held in the county, allows high school stu-

dents to get a firsthand look at how to build a 
business and what the free enterprise system is 

all about. Students will actually create a com-

pany that produces either a product or service, 
they will then sell stock in the company, pro-

duce the product and/or service and sell it and 

finally, hopefully, make a profit and return 

investment to the stock holders. 
   A group of business people have assembled 

a team that will direct the students in the be-

ginning stages and eventually allow the class 
to be on their own for development of their 

business. The program will be for high school 

juniors and seniors and will require meeting 
once a week until the course is completed. 

Students will begin the new class in early 

2012. 

   Watch the Chamber Newsletter for further 
details. 

Jr. Achievement will be returning 

for Tuolumne County youth 

   

     

       PRESENTS                                                                                                                                        
                   
A Taste of Food, A Sip of Wine, 

& a Touch of Business 
 

DATE:  9/27/11 

TIME:  6:00 -8:00 PM 

Location:  Seven Sisters Restaurant at  

Black Oak Casino 

19400 Tuolumne Road North, 

Tuolumne, CA 

Cost is $20 per ticket 
$10.00 ñFree Playò will be given to each 

Guest who presents a ticket at the door! 

     

Wine provided by:  Gianelli Vineyard, Mt. 

Brow Vineyard and Hovey 

Wines. 

To purchase tickets call  

the Chamber office at  

532-4212. 

&  Seven Sisters 



Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce 

 Radio Show 

Listen for the show 

On the First Sunday of each month 

8:30 am  KKBN 93.5 FM 

Segments of The TCCC Radio Show include: 

Front Page 

Chamber Faces 

Community Happenings 

View Point 

9:30 am  KZSQ 92.7  FM 

9:00 am KVML 1450  AM 

SEPTEMBER 2011    

  1  Ambassadors Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

  7  Executive Board of Directors:  Noon ï Chamber 

 12 Website Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

 13 Twain Harte Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 14 Transportation Committee:  9:30 a.m. ï Chamber 

 14 Board of Directors:  11 a.m. ï Chamber 

 15 Marketing/Website Committee:  12:00 p.m. ï Chamber 

 15 TCCC BUSINESS AFTER HOURS, 5-7 p.m. ï  

      Coldwell Banker Mother Lode Real Estate 

 19 Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

 20 Historic Sonora Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m.   

 22 Yosemite Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 27  SEVEN SISTERS - A Taste of Food, A Sip of Wine,  

  &  A Touch of Business - Black Oak Casino 6:00-8 p.m. 

 

OCTOBER 2011    

  3   Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

  5   Executive Board of Directors:  Noon ï Chamber 

  6   Ambassadors Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

 10 Website Committee:  Noon ï Chamber 

 11  Twain Harte Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 

 12  Transportation Committee:  9:30 a.m. ï Chamber 

 12  Board of Directors:  11 a.m. ï Chamber 

 17  Governmental Affairs Committee:  11 a.m. ï Chamber     

 18  Historic Sonora Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m.   

 20  Marketing/Website Committee:  12:00 p.m. ï Chamber 

 20  TCCC BUSINESS AFTER HOURS, 5-7 p.m. ï  

       Trade Faire 

27  Yosemite Chamber Mixer:  5:30-7 p.m. 
 

Mark your Calendars  

KVML-KZSQ-KKBN reach more 

than 40,000 Tuolumne and Calaveras 

residents each week 

 

 

 

You can maximize your  

advertising dollar by  

placing an ad today!  

Visit the NEW Chamber Website 

4                                                                                                                                SEPTEMBER  2011 

Prices start at just $40. 

CALL THE CHAMBER OFFICE ð532-4212 



SEPTEMBER 2011                                                                                                                                                     5 

Chef Dave Cooks 

   Chef Dave is Dave Ingram and he is a 

personal Chef that serves the Sonora 

area. He has 36+ years of professional 

foodservice, preparing a multitude of 

cuisine styles from simple comfort foods 

to gourmet. He will tailor your menus to 

suit your dietary needs such as: low fat, 

low sodium, vegetarian, vegan, portion 

control, etc. His goal is to provide you 

with the freshest, healthiest meals that 

dazzle your taste buds and save you time 

and effort. He also caters, BBQ, and 

makes really beautiful wedding cakes. 

Learn more about his services at 

www.chefdavecooks.com.  

Sun-Waelty Auto Service 

   SunWaelty Auto Service began in 1987 

when partners Phil Waelty and Ed Sun-

day purchased the old ñBoscoe Motorsò 

building at 569 S. Washington St. down-

town Sonora. Phil and Ed worked to-

gether repairing cars until 2007 when 

Phil retired and Jaime Valdez purchased 

Philôs half. Jamie had been the service 

manager for 15 years at Sun-Waelty. Sun

-Waelty is a general auto repair shop spe-

cializing in foreign and domestic vehi-

cles, air conditioning (large inventory), 

wholesale/retail tubes and hoses 

(fabricate A/C-HYO lines), Bosch Ser-

vice Center and Delco TSS. Members of 

Mobile A/C Society and Auto Service 

Councils of California. 

Loweôs 
   Loweôs Companies, Inc. is a FOR-

TUNE 500 company that serves approxi-

mately 15 million customers a week at 

more than 1,750 home improvement 

stores in the United States, Canada, and 

Mexico. Loweôs supports the communi-

ties it serves through programs that focus 

on K-12 public education and community 

improvement projects. The companyôs 

signature education grant program, 

Loweôs Toolbox for Education, has 

brought more than $5 million in grants to 

K-12 public schools every year since its 

inception in 2005. Loweôs Heroes em-

ployee volunteers support local commu-

nity projects and their national nonprofit 

partners such as Habitat for Humanity 

International and the American Red 

Cross. In 2010, Loweôs and the Loweôs 

Charitable and Educational Foundation 

together contributed more than $30 mil-

lion to support communities in the United 

States, Canada and Mexico. The Sonora 

Loweôs is located at 120 Old Wards 

Ferry Road. 

Welcome new members 

The Business Alliance 

of Tuolumne County 
 
Building Tuolumne County...One Business at a Time. 

Thursday - September 8  -  8:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Planning to start or expand your business? 

This oneôs for you! 

 

How to write a business plan 

Provide a checklist of information needed to 

prepare for a successful business venture 
 

To Register:  Call Tuolumne County Chamber, 

532-4212, by September 7, 2011 
 

$30 per attendee 

Small Business Workshop 
SCOREôs Checklist & Planning for Going into Business 

222 S. Shepherd Street, Sonora 

For free business counseling, contact (209) 677-7822 

www.thebusinessalliance.net 
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 Meet our Chamber Ambassador 

Hello, My name is Crystal Birmingham and I am currently the 

sales manager at the Best Western PLUS Sonora Oaks Hotel and 

Conference Center. Though I was not raised in Sonora, I moved 

here to attend college at Columbia. There I met, fell in love and 

married my husband Brandon. We enjoy BBQ with family and 

friends, parasailing, camping and hanging out with our two cats. I 

began working at the Best Western PLUS Sonora Oaks in the 

spring of 2009 and quickly moved up to conference and group 

coordinator, and then sales manager.  

Above - Bear Creek Station at Black Oak 

Casino was recipient of the Chamberôs 

New Building Award. The gas station/

mini mart is located at one end of the ca-

sinoôs parking lot. Accepting the recogni-

tion is Jesse Madden, Assistant Manager, 

Bear Creek Gas Station from Alicia 

Wuebker  

Above - B-Bar-Y Traders was awarded the Remodel 

Award of the month for the renovation of the old Kamps 

office on Hwy 108 in Jamestown. Accepting the award 

from Chair Alicia Wuebker (l) is Connie and Bill Young-

man, owners of the business. 

Left - Alicia Wuebker, Chair of the Board 

(l), thanked Steve and Cindy Zelinsky for 

being perfect hosts for the August Business 

After Hours event at the Lazy Z Resort. 

Beautiful weather in a beautiful setting was 

a perfect night for the gathering. 



RAFFLE PRIZES FOR AUGUST MIXER  
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Raffle Prize Donated By Winner  

HOST-�'�L�Q�Q�H�U���I�R�U�������R�Q���W�K�H���3�R�Q�G�������1�L�J�K�W�·�V���/�R�G�J�L�Q�J 
$20 Cuisine Certificate & $20 Slot Play 
�3�R�W�����2�·���*�R�X�U�P�H�W 
$25 Day-O Espresso Certificate 
Live Plant 
Candy Gift Basket 
Locke Vineyards Sequoia 
Locke Vineyards Zinfandel 
Wine Glass Set 
Eagle Castle Gold Medal Cabernet 
One Gallon Premium Interior Paint 
One Gallon Premium Exterior Paint 
Picnic Back Pack 
�$�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���3�D�U�W�\���D�W���3�D�P�·�V���3�O�D�F�H 
2 Film Fest Tee-Shirts 
�+�D�O�I���R�I���(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�·�V���5�D�I�I�O�H���3�U�R�F�H�H�G�V 
 

Lazy Z Resort 
Black Oak Casino 
Mr. Electric 
Glenn S. Caldwell Insurance 
Letôs Go! Travel 
Mocse Credit Union 
Cost-U-Less 
Cost-U-Less 
King Parrish 
Randy Hanvelt 
Kelly-Moore Paint Co. 
Kelly-Moore Paint Co. 
Oak Valley Community Bank 
Sonora Cat Rescue 
Twain Harte Film Fest 
T.C. Chamber and Attendees 

Chris Caldwell 
 Lee Ann Lupo 
Sherry Langley 
Parker Zelinsky 
Gail Ashby 
Nancy Gottschall 
Barbra Kerr 
Alicia Wuebker 
Margaret Davis 
Randy Malm 
Randy Malm 
George Segarini 
Susan Carlson 
Paul Wilde 
Chris Rangel 
Ron Patel 

Radio Program Drawing ï Sonora Cat Rescue 
Website Business Profile ï Sonora Cat Rescue 

 

New Building Award ï Bear Creek Station at Black Oak Casino 

Remodel Award ï B-Bar-Y Traders 


